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Professional Board Biography 

Dr. Stella Vnook is a distinguished life sciences executive and experienced board director with 

more than 25 years of leadership across global pharma, biotechnology, and healthcare 

innovation. She has built, scaled, and successfully exited multiple companies, bringing a rare 

combination of scientific depth, commercial expertise, and governance acumen to the 

boardroom. 

 

Currently serving as CEO of Likarda Biosciences, Dr. Vnook transformed the company from a 

single-asset animal health business into a global drug delivery and cell therapy platform with 

45+ issued patents, strategic partnerships with top-tier CDMOs, and a diversified pipeline 

positioned for acquisition. She also serves as Board Chair and Founder of Oral BioLife Inc., 

advancing regenerative solutions for periodontal disease, and as Co-Founder and Board 

Member of Kaida Biopharma, where she is guiding the development of prolactin-targeted 

oncology-therapies. 

 

Her career includes fourteen years at Merck & Co., where she led marketing, managed 

markets, and launch execution across oncology and cardiovascular franchises, supporting 

blockbuster products including Gardasil®, Januvia®, and Vytorin®. As Vice President at 

Catalent Pharma Solutions, she helped position the company for its IPO, expanding revenue 

from $344M to $2.1B through new technology launches and strategic partnerships. She later 

served as CEO of Diverse Biotech, leading its M&A exit to Enveric (NASDAQ: ENVB). 

Board and Governance Experience 

• Corporate Board and Chair, Nominating Committee – FireFly Neuroscience (NASDAQ: 
AIFF): Leading board composition, governance, and strategy. 
 
• Board Chair – Oral BioLife Inc.: Oversight of corporate strategy, FDA engagement, and 
capital formation.  
 
• Board Member – Kaida Biopharma: Providing strategy, clinical direction, operational and 
fundraising guidance for pre-IND oncology company. 
 
• Corporate Board – Likarda Biosciences: Governance of platform expansion into cell 
therapy and CDMO partnerships. 

 



Education 

• Doctorate in Health Economics/ Public Health– OSU 
• MBA, Global Marketing – La Salle University 
• PharmDegree with Oncology Residency – Temple University School of Pharmacy 
• BA, Biology & Human Anthropology/ Mathematics (Magna Cum Laude) – Temple University 
• Lean Six Sigma/ Change Management Certification 

 

Areas of Expertise 

Board Governance & Committee Leadership | Corporate Strategy & M&A Execution | Clinical 
& Regulatory Oversight (FDA, IND, 510(k)) | Market Access & Global Commercialization | 
University Technology Spin-Outs & IP Strategy | Fundraising (Venture, Strategic, Non-
Dilutive Capital) 
 

Recognition & Thought Leadership 

Keynote speaker at BIO International, JP Morgan Healthcare Conference, and multiple 
university innovation summits. Trusted advisor to Penn State College of Medicine, Rutgers, 
and UPenn, mentoring next-generation biotech founders. 
 

Value Creation & Contributions 
• Capital Raised: $100M+ across venture, strategic, and non-dilutive capital sources. 
• Transactions: 3 successful exits including Diverse Biotech → NASDAQ: ENVB, Likarda 
Animal Health spin-out, and NAKI Therapeutics acquisition. 
• IP Development: 45+ global patents secured under Likarda leadership. 
• Commercial Impact: Launched 7 blockbuster brands including Gardasil®, Januvia®, 
Vytorin®, Zetia®, and Emend®. 
 

Selected Publications & Patents 

• Vnook, S. et al. 'Title of Key Publication.' Journal Name, Year. 
• Vnook, S. et al. 'Title of Second Publication.' Journal Name, Year. 
• Patent: US1234567B2 – Hydrogel Encapsulation System for Cell Therapy. 
• Patent: US9876543B2 – Regenerative Dental Composition. 
 

Speaking & Advisory Engagements 

• BIO International, J.P. Morgan Healthcare Conference Innovation Forum. 
• University commercialization programs: Penn State, Rutgers, ECU, UPenn, Georgetown 
School of Medicine, NC Innovation Fund, BioFlorida 
• Mentor and coach for biotech founders and entrepreneurs. 
 


